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In Bette Greeneâ€™s awardâ€“winning debut novel, a young Jewish girl in the postwar South finds

herself drawn to a German prisoner of warÂ When the Army delivers a batch of Nazi prisoners of

war to an internment camp in Jenkinsville, Arkansas, Patty Bergen is as anxious as any of her

neighbors to get a glimpse of the monsters. The eldest child in the townâ€™s sole Jewish family,

Patty is lonely and isolated, spending most of her time in the company of Ruth, her parentsâ€™

black housekeeper.Â Then she meets Anton Reiker, an inmate in the camp. Even though he fought

against the Allies, Anton seems to understand Patty in a way even her parents never have. When

Anton escapes from the camp, Patty risks everything to keep him safeâ€”but following her heart may

come at a terrible price.Â This ebook features an illustrated biography of Bette Greene including

rare photos and never-before-seen documents from the authorâ€™s personal collection.
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The most exiting event in the history of Jenkinsville occurred that summer day when a Prisoner of



War camp was set up just outside the city. The Nazi's that had been depicted as evil people that

would kill someone as soon as they looked at them turned out to be young, kind-faced men with

blond hair. Patty Bergen was Jewish and her father owned a department sore on the main street of

the town. One day she was in the store when the prisoners with money in hand came to buy hats for

work in the field. Patty went to help one of the prisoners whose name was Frederick Anton Reiker

and discovered that instead of wanting to buy a hat with his money he wanted to buy a pen with

fake diamonds on it. Not long after their first meeting, Anton escaped from the prison camp and fled

but before he caught the back of a departing train, Patty saw him and invited him to stay in the room

over the garage until the war was over. But, one day Anton saw Patty being beaten and he ran out

to stop the attack, but Ruth, the housekeeper saw him rush out from the garage. Even though Ruth

would not tell a soul about it Anton decided it was too much of a risk on Patty's part and he left that

same night. After Anton had been gone for months a man named Mr. Pierce asked Patty a fair

amount of questions and after hearing that Anton had died she let everything out. After that she had

to go and live with her grandmother for a while until the time of the trial. The judge sentenced her to

no less than four months in a reformatory for girls and there she stayed for the time. I enjoyed this

book because of how the story of how it was depicted. I thought this novel was quite engaging

because of how Patty changed over time. At the beginning of the story Patty is reckless and had low

self-esteem.
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